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Excerpt from Yossi Rennert's talk on “Flags and Emblems” on 
Moshe Timor's "Personal Friday" radio program on Kol Israel 
(Reshet Bet)  Saturday 09/26/2015 
 
To create emblems and posters, it is necessary to have artists with 
inspiration, understanding of the issues and talent to create the best 
product. Two highly talented brothers, who are no longer with us, 
have created in this country and have left a wide range of works 
which are an integral part of our history and everyday life. They were 
the brothers Gabriel and Maxim Shamir, the designers that were an 
icon. The best evidence for the quality of their work is the enormous 
amount of their designs that were given priority over other artists' 
proposals. With your permission, I will mention a number of areas in 
which Gabriel and Maxim Shamir distinguished themselves:  design 
of logos and emblems including the official State Emblem of Israel, 
banknotes and coins, official medals, posters, packaging and 
advertising products and even a wide range of postage stamps that 
we all licked and pasted were designed by Shamir Brothers. Some of 
their works can be seen on the Zionist Archives web-site and in the  
Shamir-brothers.com archive of their works. 
A nostalgic thrilling experience is guaranteed to everyone who 
explores these. It is hard to believe that all this artistic wealth was 
created by two brothers. 
I find the wanton freedom assume by all sorts of officials to be a great 
shame. They twist, distort and disrespect the Israeli State Emblem 
and adapt it to their own needs. The official State Emblem should 
remain in its clean, original and dignified form as designed by Shamir 
Brothers. The State Emblem should not be used as a secondary 
element in size or location, not on official notepaper nor in any other 
display. Preparing the story I came across no less than fifteen 
government offices and agencies who do not use the state emblem in 
their press releases. Only private symbols/logos of these bodies 
appear in their publications. Is that by chance? I hope that they will 
correct this. Good manners and reluctance to defame them stops me 
for naming these offices.  Dear listeners, some of you are surely civil 
servants. Please note your own department's practice, and if you see 
such disrespect to the State Emblem do something about it.  
With thanks,  Jossi Rennert  


